
Following Pentecost  
 

Acts 2:37-47 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
How might have this passage equipped the original audience for mission? 
How might this passage equip the current reader for missional living? 
 
Do you long for the church to have a revival in its effectiveness and mission like 
described above? 
 
Do you long to belong to a community as faithful as the one described above? 
 
Do you long for the Spirit to be at work, daily converting people to Jesus? 
 
This passage is often lifted up as the pinnacle of what faithfulness and church 
practice ought to look like. Do you think this is the epitome of church? Why or 
why not? 
 
What is appealing about the Christian community in this Acts passage? What in 
this passage is troubling to you?  
 
What in this passage makes you long for a deeper Christian experience? 
 
During the sermon, Craig referenced a book of blessings; here is the 
original blessing in full. 
 



For Longing*  

Blessed be the longing that brought you here and quickens your soul with 
wonder.  

May you have the courage to listen to the voice of desire  

That disturbs you when you have settled for some- thing safe.  

May you have the wisdom to enter generously into your own unease  

To discover the new direction your longing wants to take you.  

May the forms of your belonging—in love, creativity, and friendship—  

Be equal to the grandeur and the call of your soul.  

May the one you long for long for you.  

May your dreams gradually reveal the destination of your desire.  

May a secret Providence guide your thought and nurture your feeling.  

May your mind inhabit your life with the sureness with which your body inhabits 
the world.  

May your heart never be haunted by ghost- structures of old damage.  

May you come to accept your longing as divine urgency.  

May you know the urgency with which God longs for you.  

*John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of Blessings (New 
York: Doubleday, 2008)  

 
 
 
 
 


